
Research Writing Summary Paper Spring 2014 

Writing a Summary 

Task: Write a short summary (approximately 1 page) of the article “The Math Gender Gap: Nurture 

Trumps Nature” 

Purpose: To practice summary skills for research, as well as demonstrate understanding of a reading 

passage. 

Requirements: A summary is meant to be a brief retelling of an author’s idea, focused on main ideas 

and only important details from the original article. It should not contain your opinion or any 
unrelated information.  It must retell the main ideas using different words, while keeping the same 
ideas. There should be no quotations in your summary. 

Your summary must be in APA format, complete with cover page and references page. (We will 
review APA format in class). 

Steps for writing a summary: 

1. Read the article through, without stopping, without marking any words. 
2. Read the article again, this time looking up new vocabulary. 
3. Read the article a third time. Look for the main ideas and mark them. 
4. Find the main idea of the article. This will become your thesis statement for the summary. 
5. Make a brief outline or list of the major ideas in the article (This will help you write the 

summary.). 
6. Write a draft of the summary, using the outline to help you include all key points. 
7. Compare your summary to the article: 

a. Have you mentioned the author and title of the article? 
b. Have you mentioned all of the main points? 
c. When you read your summary, is it clear what the original article was about? 
d. Have you used your own words and cited the information? 

8. Revise your summary to add any important information you left out, or to remove extra 
information or ideas. 

9. Check your paper for spelling or grammar errors. Don’t forget punctuation! J 

Please see the rubric for grading criteria. 

Important due dates*: 

Monday February 17th: First draft—digital copy (written in class, submitted to Western Online) -

You will be allowed to bring a one-page outline or graphic organizer with you for the in-class writing 

Monday February 24th: Final draft—digital copy (APA format, with citations) 

 

* These dates are tentative and may be subject to change 


